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OFFICERS CALL

NORTH DFW MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION

P.O. Box 85, Lewisville, TX 75029-4685

MOAA and the North DFW Chapter are nonpartisan organizations

MOAA Excellent Chapter Award

2001 / 2004 / 2005 / 2006 / 2007 / 2008 / 2009 / 2010 / 2011 /2012 / 2013

2014 / 2015 / 2016 / 2017 / 2018 / 2019 / 2020 / 2021

MOAA Newsletter Award: 2001/2003/2009/2013

MOAA Recruiting Award:  2001/2002 

MAR-APR 2023Volume 23  Issue 2

Dinner Meeting: WED, 12 APR 2023 @1800

Hilton Garden Inn Lewisville, Tuscany 1 Ballroom at 785 SH 121 Bypass.

1800 Camaraderie/Social, Cash Bar 1900 Invocation, Pledge of Allegiance.

Please see Reservation Form and Menu P.15 for details.

Program: MOAA Chairman Gen. Gary L. North, USAF (Ret)

Entrèes: Either a Marinated Flank Steak, Cilantro Lime Chicken, or Seared Salmon over 

Bowtie Pasta…a full description is on the Reservation Form P.15

COST $40 pp(inclusive)

SCHOLARSHIP RAFFLE-USO DONATIONS

Page 2: Chapter  President’s Comments

Page 3: 1st VP Column

Page 4: Gen. North Biography

Page:5-6 2nd VP Column

Page 7: 3rd VP Column

Page 8-9:       Surviving Spouse Column + Calendar

Page 10: Treasury Report

Page 11: Chaplain Column
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Page 15: Reservation Form/Menu
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PRESIDENT

COL Si Simonson

USA Retired

CHAPTER PRESIDENT REMARKS

I am pleased to announce that General Gary North (USAF, RET) will be our
guest speaker at our April 12 Dinner meeting. He is the Chairman of the
Board for MOAA.

I am looking forward to General North's speech and words of wisdom for
our upcoming Advocacy in Action in Washington, DC, scheduled for the
last week of April. Ginger and I, along with 5 other Texas MOAA Chapter
members, will be meeting with every Texas Senator and Congressperson
(or their military staff liaison) to advocate for several military and veteran-
related bills that are before the Senate and Congress.

On March 16 several of our chapter members went to Austin to lobby our
senators and representatives on several veteran-related bills. Our team
consisted of Doug Brown, Gary and Cheryl Howe, Ginger and me. Several
other MOAA Chapters also participated. We were able to see almost all
181 senators and representatives. Our message was well received by the
legislators and their staffs. We feel confident that our efforts will result in
the passing of some significant legislation that will benefits many military
personnel, veterans, and their families. Overall, a long but productive day.
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Join us for good food and camaraderie at the Hilton Garden Inn 

on April 12.  MOAA Chairman of the Board Gen. Gary L. North, 

USAF (Ret) will join us and give a presentation that you won’t 

want to miss!  See the next page for Gen. North’s biography.

Saturday, June 10, we’ll recognize our JROTC Scholarship 

winners at a special luncheon.

Mark your calendars.  As always, we’ll have our famous 

Scholarship Raffle at our meetings.

See you on April 12.
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Gen. Gary L. North, USAF (Ret), retired from the Air Force in 
October 2012, culminating his career as commander, Pacific Air 
Forces, Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii.  He is a 1976 
graduate of East Carolina University, N.C., and holds a master's 
degree from Golden Gate University, Calif.  A command pilot, he 
flew over 4,700 hours in the F-4, F-16, and F-15, including 83 
combat missions.  During his career, he commanded at the 
squadron through the major command levels.

He is currently vice president for customer requirements for 
Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Co., where he is responsible for 
engagement and activities across the aeronautics portfolio. He 
resides in Aledo, Texas.

GUEST SPEAKER

Gen. Gary L. North, USAF (Ret)
Chairman of the Board, MOAA



5

2nd VP-MEMBERSHIP

Maj Gary Howe-USAF Ret

Membership and Recruiting

We still have about 30 members who have not renewed their 

membership. If you have not renewed, please do so right away or we 

may have to drop you from our roles. If you have a question about your 

membership, please email or call me and I will let you know your status; 

gphowe64@mac.com; 210-473-5961.

Chapter membership dues are still incredibly low, only $25 a year for 
annual members to be part of all this chapter does and the impact we 
make. Thank you to those that have renewed your membership.

When Do I Need a New ID Card?

DoD officials have yet to set a specific date for the complete changeover 

to a new, more secure type of ID card in the coming years, but retirees 

with “indefinite” cards of the old variety can have them replaced at their 

convenience.

The transition to the Next Generation Uniformed Services Identification 

Card began in July 2020, replacing paper-based cards with plastic ones 

boasting updated security features. It's set for completion in 2026. Those 

with indefinite (“INDEF”) expiration dates on their older cards were 

asked to wait until 2021 to begin the changeover, and office closures and 

other COVID-related protocols made a sometimes-challenging process 

even worse.

mailto:gphowe64@mac.com
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• ID card holders can visit any ID card site to exchange their older, paper-

based card for the new ID.

• This website allows visitors to find nearby locations and make 

appointments and find out whether a facility provides walk-in services.

• The site also allows visitors to see how far in advance they’ll need to 

plan.

[FROM MILITARY ONESOURCE: How to Get or Renew a Military ID Card: 

for Spouses, Dependents, Veterans and Retirees]

VA Officials Work to Raise Awareness of Cemetery, Burial Services

VA officials want to remind vets that some department benefits extend 

to after they pass away. Less than half of individuals eligible for some 

type of burial or gravesite financial assistance took advantage of the 

benefit.

Use of the burial benefit lags other well-known VA support services. 
Several factors play into the lower usage rate for burial services, 
including “family wishes” that multiple individuals be interred in the 
same plot. Only spouses and certain other dependents can be buried 
alongside a veteran in a national cemetery.
But other assistance — such as free headstones for veterans being 

interred at private cemeteries and free medallions for existing 

headstones to denote the deceased individual’s veteran status — are 

often overlooked.

Applying for eligibility prior to the veteran’s death ensures that necessary 

service records are in order, so grieving family members do not have to 

search for military discharge papers while they are already under great 

stress. More information is available on the National Cemetery 

Administration website.

Cont’d
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The State Legislature has entered its most active period – most of the bills have been filed,    

committees have been formed and public hearings have started.  Of the 9,000+bills that have been 

filed, over 200 pertain to Defense and Veterans issues.  There are quite a few bills that correspond 

to our overarching priorities, including many that directly impact employment prospects for 

transitioning servicemembers, Veterans and spouses. There are also promising bills to address 

Veteran mental health, criminal justice and homeless challenges. You can find a list of the bills at 

this link - https://capitol.texas.gov/Reports/Report.aspx?ID=subject&LegSess=88R&code=I0535

Si and I, along with Gary and Sheryl Howe and Doug Brown just returned from a very successful 

Advocacy in Austin event. Our priorities were well received, and I expect that many of the bills 

we highlighted will be passed.  As the session continues, I will ask for your support to call or 

email your State Representative and Senator on especially critical bills. I sincerely hope that your 

schedule allows you time to support these important bills. In this case, it is a “pay it backward” 

act of kindness in recognition of all the advocacy work done by others in the past. Where would 

we be, if not for the fierce advocates who fought so hard in past centuries to advance laws that so 

have favorably impacted so many in the military and Veteran Community? Let’s honor their 

memory and their contributions by “continuing to serve”!

Things are just as busy at the federal level. President Biden laid out his annual budget proposal 

which includes $842 billion for defense spending and over $320 billion for the Department of 

Veteran Affairs during fiscal year 2024.  The Defense budget includes a 5.2% pay raise for troops 

as well as $170 billion to procure munitions and reinvigorate the defense industrial base. The total 

includes $3.1 billion for Veterans homeless prevention programs, $2.4 billion for caregiver 

support programs, and $1 billion for women-specific health care initiatives - all increases over 

current funding levels. The White House is also asking for a $20.3 billion boost in budget 

authority to help cover military toxic exposure disability claims. You can find all MOAA-

Supported Legislation at this link - https://moaa.quorum.us/bills

I also hope you will take the opportunity to support current bills in Congress with the “easy to 

use” advocacy email messaging system that MOAA has here - https://moaa.quorum.us/.  Please 

try to send at least one email using this system by the time of our next MOAA Dinner. I’d love to 

get your feedback on how it worked for you.

3rd VP – Legislative & Community Activities

LTC Ginger Simonson. USA (Ret)

https://capitol.texas.gov/Reports/Report.aspx?ID=subject&LegSess=88R&code=I0535
https://moaa.quorum.us/bills
https://moaa.quorum.us/


CHERYL HOWE
SURVIVING SPOUSE COLUMN

Survivor Assistance Lessons Learning

A Surviving Spouse has a lot to address in the short term after losing their spouse. 
Having full access to the money in their bank accounts can be one of the most 
important things that needs to be assured beforehand!  However, occasionally banks 
will not give a Surviving Spouse access to an account that the Surviving Spouse was 
able to fully access before the passing of their Spouse. It can be a worrisome process 
to restore that access during an already very difficult time. To avoid getting into such 
a situation, it is important that before a spouse passes away, the couple have meet 
with each of the financial institution(s) they use. This can assure they have things set 
up in line with the policies of the financial institution and assure the Surviving Spouse 
has complete access to the couple’s financial accounts. If you use more than one 
financial institution (banks, credit unions, investment accounts, Trusts, etc.) check 
each institution for policy differences.  You need to meet with ALL of the financial 
institutions. If you use “points” you earn through credit cards, etc., be sure you have 
access to all those credit cards and points. Be sure you have at least one credit card in 
the Surviving Spouse’s name as well as debit cards. If you put a down payment on a 
vacation for the two of you, be sure you can get a refund if one of you passes away. 
The more preparations you can jointly make beforehand, the better!!

Celebrate 2023! As of February, there is no longer a SBP/DIC offset. You also should 

have received a COLA (cost of living adjustment) increase to your military and Social 

Security benefits. 

As you receive important 2022 tax documents, immediately check them for accuracy. 

Corrections can take a few months, so get started as soon as you can. Keep all these 

documents in a folder in preparation for taxes. 

Realize that if you have diversified investments, you may not receive some 

documents until mid-March. The due date for IRS filing this year is April 18th.   2023 is 

a year that may have an impact on retirees and surviving spouses. 

8
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Cont’d

Look in your November 22 MOAA Magazine on page 87. Listed there are rule 
changes for SBP and the remarriage age for DIC benefits. 
Another big change this year is that an Open Season for SBP began and ends on 
January 1, 2024. For the retiree who paid into the annuity for a deceased spouse, 
the annuity can be reopened for the current spouse by paying back premiums and 
resuming annuity payments. A special webpage has been constructed for details, 
news and information. Go to www.dfas.mil/sbpopenseason23 . These changes may 
not apply to you, but pass on the information.

UPCOMING CHAPTER MEETINGS

April 12
Dinner Meeting

Hilton Garden Inn
Guest Speaker:

Gen. North

June 10
Lunch Meeting

Saltgrass Restaurant
JROTC Scholarship Awards

November
Dinner or Lunch

TBD

December 13
Dinner Meeting

Bistecca Restaurant

http://www.dfas.mil/sbpopenseason23
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Treasurer

Maj Dave Nelson, USAF  Retired

Treasurer’s Report

Greetings once again from the finance department.  Hope all is well with you as we 
glide into spring here in Texas.  For those who couldn’t make it to our luncheon at Salt 
Grass last month, you really missed a great program where we learned about the 
Adaptive Training Foundation located here in Carrollton.  This outfit offers various 
fitness and mental wellness services to disabled vets and was very impressive.  Not 
only did we hear from the director but also from a recipient of their services who 
benefitted so much he actually became a coach in the organization.  Our chapter made 
a donation to their program following their presentation.  Please check out their 
website at info@adaptivetrainingfoundation.org.  
Our current balance is $18,445.  After subtracting approximately $7000 in our 

scholarship fund we are left with an operating balance of approximately $11,500.  We 

had a scholarship raffle at our February luncheon resulting in over $300 donated.  

Thank you to all who took part in that.  We are well positioned to award our 3 

scholarships again this year.

Our IRS non-profit filings for the year have been completed.  Hope yours have too as 

there are less than 3 weeks remaining until April 15 for that yearly drudgery…   By the 

sounds of things happening in our nations budgeting office, you may want to increase 

your withholdings a bit to pay your 2023 income taxes next year.  Just a guess…  the 

current budget proposal is $6.8 trillion resulting in a $31 trillion budget deficit.  Do you 

know how many zeros there are in a trillion?  12…  That number gets thrown around 

like it’s nothing.  A trillion here, a trillion there.  A trillion seconds equals 31,546 years.  

Take away one and you get, "Nine hundred and ninety-nine billion, nine hundred and 

ninety nine million, nine hundred and ninety nine thousand, nine hundred and ninety 

nine," which takes about 8 seconds to pronounce.  If I were to give you a million dollars 

starting in the year Zero A.D. (you know, when the star appeared over the manger in 

Bethlehem) and gave you another million dollars each day from that date until today, 

you would have approximately $738,395,000,000 in your bank account ($1,000,000 x 

365 x 2023).  That’s not even one trillion…

That is all,

Dave
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CHAPLAIN

COL Paul Vicalvi, USA (RET)

A Note from Chaplain (Colonel) Paul Vicalvi, U.S. Army, Retired

Have you had a chance to view the series The Chosen?  Or perhaps the 
now playing movie The Jesus Revolution?  With all of the troubles going on 
in the world there are still great reminders out there that God has not 
forgotten us and that there are still great things going on in the midst of
the turmoil.  In this season before the Christian world celebrates the 
events of Holy Week and the Resurrection, much of the Christian world 
celebrates Lent.  On aspect of this season is a spirit of sacrifice or giving up 
something that we enjoy.  Another aspect of the season is self 
examination or looking for areas in our lives that need some change or 
redirection.  It’s a great time to reassess what is most important in our 
lives.  I guess we could call it personal house cleaning.  Just a reminder-
God is good—all the time!
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20 YEARS SUPPORTING

OUR SCHOLARSHIP FUND RAFFLE
With—Premium Bottles of Wine

GOODY GOODY WINE & SPIRITS

Any wine—Any Beer—Any Spirit

1950 FM 407 Highland Village

THANKS TO

Josh Ortiz, Mgr.
Stop by and tell Josh that you appreciate his SUPPORT

14

NOTICE
PERMANENT NAME BADGES ARE AVAILABLE

FIRST NAME____________________________________________

LAST NAME_________________________________________

VERSION (CIRCLE ONE) MEMBER SPOUSE/GUEST

ATTACHMENT (CIRCLE ONE) CLUTCH ($18) PIN ($18) MAGNETIC ($18)

FIRST NAME____________________________________________

T NAME_________________________________________

VERSION (CIRCLE ONE) MEMBER SPOUSE/GUEST

ATTACHMENT (CIRCLE ONE) CLUTCH ($18) PIN ($18) MAGNETIC ($18)

CHECKS TO:  North DFW Officers Association , (PO Box 294685, Lewisville, TX 75029-4685)
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RESERVATION  FORM -- RSVP NLT 7 April 2023

MAIL TO: North DFW Military Officers Association, 

PO Box 294685 Lewisville, TX 75029-4685

FOR EMERGENCIES & LAST MINUTE :

E-MAIL TO:  davenelson@tx.rr.com

CALL: Dave Nelson, Maj,  USAF (Ret),  972-740-8449

Wednesday, 12 APRIL 2023 @1800

Hilton Garden Inn Lewisville

785 State Highway 121

Lewisville, TX

NAME: ___________________________________________________ PHONE: ____________________

Plated Meal Service **CASH BAR**
Price $40/pp (inclusive) ——

Entrées:

Marinated Flank Steak, Whipped potatoes, Garlic green beans # Guest_____

Cilantro Lime Chicken, oven roasted potatoes, grilled vegetables                                                # Guests____

Seared Salmon over Bowtie Pasta, grilled asparagus tips with lemon butter sauce                      # Guests____

All meals include a spinach salad with Ranch or Balsamic Dressing, a dessert of either cream 

brúle or apple pie, and rolls & butter.  Also served will be tea, water, and coffee.

RESERVATION With Payment By Friday, April 7th.

CANCELLATIONS should be made by Friday, April 7th.  Refunds cannot be made after that date.

# RESERVATIONS: ___________ COST $____________    CHECK ENCLOSED $____________

SUPPORT the CHAPTER SERVICE PROJECTS
SUPPORT the USO DFW — Bring items such as single-serve snacks, books and travel-sized toiletries, 

OR  DONATE $____________ AND WE’LL BUY AND DONATE FOR YOU.

SCHOLARSHIP  RAFFLE”  FORM

IF YOU CAN’T BE WITH US ON  12 April 2023

but WANT TO SUPPORT our SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM,

DONATE TO THE RAFFLE for a CHANCE TO WIN SOME GREAT PRIZES !!!

MAIL TO: North DFW Military Officers Association, P.O. Box 294685 Lewisville, TX 75029-4685

NAME: ______________________________________________ PHONE: ________________

SCHOLARSHIP FUND RAFFLE DONATION: $_________ ($1 PER TICKET/ 11 FOR $10 or 23 FOR $20)

BEST DEAL  G
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North DFW Military Officers Association

Elected Officers and

Committee/Project Leaders

Elected Officers

PRESIDENT  — COL Si Simonson USAR (Ret), 817-683-2874,  si.simonson@verizon.net 

1st VICE PRESIDENT, PROGRAMS & SUPPORT — LtCol Bob Little USAFR (Ret), 972-

355-8355, heedlock@gmail.com

2nd VICE PRESIDENT, MEMBERSHIP — MAJ Gary Howe, USAF (Ret), 210-473-5961, 

gphowe64@mac.com

3rd VICE PRESIDENT, LEGISLATATIVE ACTIVITIES — LTC Ginger Simonson USA 

(Ret), 817-683-2870  vgws56@gmail.com

SECRETARY — LtCol Rose Marie Vickery, USAF Ret),  972-922-7093, 

p.vickery10@verizon.net

TREASURER — MAJ Dave Nelson, USAF (Ret), 972-740-8449, davenelson@tx.rr.com

PAST PRESIDENT — CW2 Doug Brown USAR (Ret), 214-755-1153, 

douglasabrown@verizon.net

Appointed Committee/Project Leaders

AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIP  — LTC Rich Crossley Jr., USA (Ret), & Gail Crossley, 972-355-

7015, Richard.Crossley@FWISD.org

USO DFW SUPPORT — MAJ Norma Cabanas, USAR, 214-916-8528, norma3j@yahoo.com

COMMUNITY MILITARY ADVISOR/COORDINATOR — CW2 Doug Brown, USAR (Ret),  

214-755-1153,  douglasabrown@verizon.net

SURVIVING SPOUSE  LIASION  —Cheryl Howe,  210-643-3594  cahowe65@icloud.com  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR/PUBLISHER — CW4 David Kerbow, USA (Ret),  214-435–4952

david.kerbow@gmail.com

PERSONAL AFFAIRS — LTC Ginger Simonson, USA  (Ret), 817-683-2870  

vgws56@gmail.com

CHAPLAIN — COL Paul Vicalvi, USA (Ret), 803-414-3718, pvicalvi@aol.com

HISTORIAN— CW2 Doug Brown, USAR (Ret), 214-755-1153, douglasbrown@verizon.net

mailto:douglasabrown@verizon.net
mailto:Richard.Crossley@FWISD.org
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North DFW Military Officers Association

2023 Membership Application/Renewal

Mail application to:

North DFW Military Officers Association

P. O. Box 294685, Lewisville, Texas 75029-4685

Treasurer—davenelson@tx.rr.com

Bill To:

Name:

Address:

Phone:-____________________        Cell or Home  ___________________________-

E-Mail  

“An Association of  Military Officers(& their surviving spouses) of the Eight Uniformed Services of the United States”

Affiliated with the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) 350,000 Members — “One Powerful Voice”

MOAA is a nonpartisan information services association and advocate for active and retired families .

Make Checks Payable to:   North DFW MOAA

Description Amount

2023 North DFW MOAA Chapter Membership Dues

North DFW MOAA Chapter Membership dues are separate from and in 

addition to National MOAA Dues.

Pay 2023 Dues:  $25 

Chapter Coins:  How Many____ @$10/ea

Voluntary Scholarship Contribution

Contributions go toward our annual scholarships awarded each May.

Contributions to the scholarship fund are tax deductible.  Please make a 

copy of this invoice and retain it as proof of payment for your records.

Check #                                                               Total Amount Enclosed

mailto:davenelson@tx.rr.com
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